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Stabilizers, on the other hand, are those that have a 

very deep root system.  They are the anchors that 

provide bank protection and dissipate stream energy 

to hold everything in place. Examples of a stabilizer 

include blue bunch wheatgrass, Idaho fescue, quak-

ing aspen, ponderosa pine, and big-leaf maple. Some 

of the colonizers around here are western yarrow & 

woods strawberry. 

Healthy streams also contain large woody debris, 

like fallen trees and logs, which help to create pools 

in the stream.   These pools provide habitat critical 

for our native salmonids - Chinook salmon, steel-

head, and rainbow trout. 

(adapted from http://texasriparian.org/riparian-education-program/264-2/ ) 

Healthy Riparian Areas  

Riparian habitats have many important functions. 

First and foremost, they act as a buffer system be-

tween the dry uplands and the water itself; they ab-

sorb rainfall, store water, release it moderation, sus-

tain base flow and are critical for maintaining water 

quality. Riparian areas act as a filtration system to 

clean the water as it passes through the system. The 

riparian grasses and plants also function to trap sedi-

ment from erosion upstream or during flooding 

events. Trapping of sedimentation allows for stream 

banks to be reinforced by adding more material nec-

essary for increased plant growth. By reinforcing the 

stability of the banks, erosion is less likely to occur.    

Another benefit that riparian habitats provide is 

shade for the stream, which helps to reduce stream 

temperatures and water loss during the hot weather. 

The vegetation also provides forage for animals and 

habitat for wildlife.  

An important thing to remember about streams is 

that they are dynamic and always changing. Flood-

ing events and erosion are natural events and not 

necessarily bad, as long as they are in balance.    

In order to have a healthy riparian habitat, the vege-

tation must be diverse. There needs to be a mix of 

colonizers and stabilizers, grasses, shrubs and trees. 

Colonizers are plants that grow and disperse quickly  

through rhizomes or stolons.  They have shallow 

root systems but are important because they cover 

ground quickly and trap sediment.  

Nobody wants to complain about all the snow accu-

mulation and rainfall we experienced this past winter 

and early spring, buté 

Is all that water flowing out of the mountains this 

spring eroding your streambank more quickly than you 

can revegetate it? Is there potential for even more loss 

due to limited existing streambank vegetation or poten-

tial channel avulsion? Accelerated erosion can result in 

lost habitat, land, and infrastructure, and also degrades 

water quality. Central Klickitat CD has grant funding 

available for water quality improvement projects, in-

cluding stream restoration and planting of riparian  

vegetation.  To request an evaluation of a stream corri-

dor on your property please contact our office at (509)

773-5823 or email cdoffice@ckcd.org. 

Help Available for Rapidly 

Eroding Stream Banks  


