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M-F 8am-4:30pm 

1107 S. Columbus Ave 

Goldendale, WA 98620 
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Conservation District 

Eastern Klickitat  
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Conservation Conservation Conservation    

is in Everyone’s is in Everyone’s is in Everyone’s    

Best InterestBest InterestBest Interest   

Contact Us:Contact Us: 
(509)-773-5823 x 5 

Fax: 509-773-6046 

cdoffice@gorge.net 

CKCD.org 

Central Klickitat  

Conservation District 

Eastern Klickitat  

Conservation District 

   

“WATER WATER 

QUALITY”QUALITY” 

 

Staff:Staff: 

Jim Hill, Manager 

Mindy Pomerinke,  Administrative Asst 

Loren Meagher,  Area Engineer 

Martha Blair, Water Quality Monitoring 

Paul Cleary,  Engineer 

Mike Hay,  Engineer 

Kerry Bodily, Education Outreach 

 



Introduction Introduction Introduction    

                           Clean Water ActClean Water ActClean Water Act 

The federal Clean Water Act, adopted in 

1972, requires that all states restore their 

waters to be “fishable and swimmable.” 

 

     Water Quality Assessment Water Quality Assessment Water Quality Assessment    
Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act es-

tablished a process to identify and clean up 

polluted waters. Every two years, all states 

are required to perform a water quality as-

sessment of the quality of surface waters in 

the state, including all the rivers, lakes, and 

marine waters where data were available.  

                                          303(d) List303(d) List303(d) List   
Waters whose beneficial uses  – such as 

for drinking, recreation, aquatic habitat, 

and industrial use – are impaired by pol-

lutants are placed in the polluted water 

category on the water quality assess-

ment. These water bodies fall short of 

state surface water quality standards and 

are not expected to improve within the 

next two years. The 303(d) list, so called 

because the process is described in Sec-

tion 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, com-

prises waters in the polluted water cate-

gory. 

   
 

Washington Washington Washington    

Department of EcologyDepartment of EcologyDepartment of Ecology   

Ecology’s assessment of which waters to 

place on the 303(d) list is guided by federal 

laws, state water quality standards, and the 

Policy on the Washington State Water 

Quality Assessment. This policy describes 

how the standards are applied, requirements 

for the data used, and how to prioritize 

TMDLs, among other issues.  

 

The goal is to make the best possible deci-

sions on whether each body of water is im-

paired by pollutants, to ensure that all im-

paired waters are identified and that no wa-

ters are mistakenly identified. 

Water Clean Up Water Clean Up Water Clean Up 

PlanPlanPlan   

                                                   TMDLTMDLTMDL   
Waters placed on the 303(d) list require 

the preparation of a water cleanup plan, 

or Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). 

The TMDL identifies how much pollution 

needs to be reduced or eliminated to 

achieve clean water. It identifies the 

maximum amount of a pollutant to be 

allowed to be released into a water body 

so that the beneficial uses of the water 

are not impaired.  The TMDL allocates 

that amount of the pollutant among vari-

ous sources.  
 

            Why is the Water Quality Why is the Water Quality Why is the Water Quality    

         Assessment so Important?Assessment so Important?Assessment so Important?   
The assessment helps us to use state re-

sources more efficiently by focusing our 

limited time on water bodies that need the 

most work.  The list of water bodies in the 

assessment reflects local government, com-

munity and citizen recognition of water 

quality problems in Washington, demon-

strating citizen interest in and commitment 

to clean water.  When citizens are involved 

in the process of assessing water quality, 

they will want to be involved in actions to 

improve water 

quality. 

More Information: ckcd.org/educationMore Information: ckcd.org/educationMore Information: ckcd.org/education   

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/33/ch26.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/WQAssessmentCats.html#polluted
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/wqp01-11-ch1Final2006.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/wqp01-11-ch1Final2006.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/index.html

