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Healthy Riparian Areas
Riparian habitats have many important functions.
First and foremost, they act as a buffer system between the dry uplands and the water itself; they absorb rainfall, store water, release it moderation, sustain base flow and are critical for maintaining water
quality. Riparian areas act as a filtration system to
clean the water as it passes through the system. The
riparian grasses and plants also function to trap sediment from erosion upstream or during flooding
events. Trapping of sedimentation allows for stream
banks to be reinforced by adding more material necessary for increased plant growth. By reinforcing the
stability of the banks, erosion is less likely to occur.

Stabilizers, on the other hand, are those that have a
very deep root system. They are the anchors that
provide bank protection and dissipate stream energy
to hold everything in place. Examples of a stabilizer
include blue bunch wheatgrass, Idaho fescue, quaking aspen, ponderosa pine, and big-leaf maple. Some
of the colonizers around here are western yarrow &
woods strawberry.
Healthy streams also contain large woody debris,
like fallen trees and logs, which help to create pools
in the stream. These pools provide habitat critical
for our native salmonids - Chinook salmon, steelhead, and rainbow trout.
(adapted from http://texasriparian.org/riparian-education-program/264-2/ )

Help Available for Rapidly
Eroding Stream Banks
Nobody wants to complain about all the snow accumulation and rainfall we experienced this past winter
and early spring, but…

Another benefit that riparian habitats provide is
shade for the stream, which helps to reduce stream
temperatures and water loss during the hot weather.
The vegetation also provides forage for animals and
habitat for wildlife.
An important thing to remember about streams is
that they are dynamic and always changing. Flooding events and erosion are natural events and not
necessarily bad, as long as they are in balance.
In order to have a healthy riparian habitat, the vegetation must be diverse. There needs to be a mix of
colonizers and stabilizers, grasses, shrubs and trees.
Colonizers are plants that grow and disperse quickly
through rhizomes or stolons. They have shallow
root systems but are important because they cover
ground quickly and trap sediment.

Is all that water flowing out of the mountains this
spring eroding your streambank more quickly than you
can revegetate it? Is there potential for even more loss
due to limited existing streambank vegetation or potential channel avulsion? Accelerated erosion can result in
lost habitat, land, and infrastructure, and also degrades
water quality. Central Klickitat CD has grant funding
available for water quality improvement projects, including stream restoration and planting of riparian
vegetation. To request an evaluation of a stream corridor on your property please contact our office at (509)
773-5823 or email cdoffice@ckcd.org.
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Little Klickitat Stream Restoration
Using grant funding from the Washington State
Conservation Commission and the Department of
Ecology, CKCD is providing engineering design,
construction oversight, and financial assistance for
the implementation of a stream restoration project on
the Little Klickitat River. This work is being conducted through a voluntary cost share program with
a local landowner working to improve
his property by enhancing the stream
corridor for water quality benefits in the
Little Klickitat watershed.
Past erosion control efforts on this 2000foot stretch of the river resulted in a stream corridor
with minimal vegetation and continued rapid stream
bank erosion. Restoration will include bank shaping, installation of large woody debris (LWD) to reduce stream energy, planting of nearly 3000 native
riparian shrubs and trees, and construction of exclusion fencing to protect both restoration sites and existing healthy riparian areas.

Combining resources from many different project
partners, the district will be able to restore the
stream corridor on this particular property using
technically sound Best Management Practices
(BMPs). This includes work to conduct a cultural
resource survey to ensure that any historically or
culturally significant features of the property are not
negatively impacted.
Reducing sedimentation from erosion and increasing
the number of shade-providing plants will result in
cooler water temperatures. Protection of existing
riparian vegetation and the addition of even more
plants will improve the function of the riparian zone,
resulting in decreased erosion and increased waterholding capability. Exclusion fencing will protect
the riparian area to improve survival of the plants
and the overall function of the riparian zone.
Thank you to the participating landowner for your investment in this project!

2017 Board Member Elections
CKCD and EKCD both held elections for expiring positions on their respective Boards of Supervisors during
their Annual Meetings in February. In EKCD, Jason Blain (who was a mid-term appointment to fill a vacant elected position) was elected to a full term. In CKCD, retired Vocational Agriculture teacher Terry Nickels was elected
to replace departing board member Dan McCarty. Thank you, gentlemen, for your service!

CKCD Board

EKCD Board

Steve Cunningham (appointed)

Rhon Raschko (appointed)

Doug Miller (elected)

Ron Juris (elected)

Dave Guenther (appointed)

Steve Matsen (elected)

Tom Tasto (elected)

Karen Van de Graaf-Erickson (appointed)

Terry Nickels (elected)

Jason Blain (elected)

Conservation District Staff
Central Klickitat CD and Eastern Klickitat CD share staff, office space, and equipment. This administrative efficiency allows the
districts, both 100% grant-funded, to provide technical and financial assistance in the most cost-effective way, and in accordance
with the natural resource priorities determined with stakeholder input by the supervising boards of each district.
Loren Meagher, P.E., Interim Manager
Kaci Bartkowski, Resource Technician
Elizabeth Faulconer, Water Quality Monitor
Katie Rawson, Engineering Assistant
Mindy Pomerinke, Administrative Assistant

